Philosophy of Education

In a word: fun.  I think that before anything else students need to be having fun.  When we can make study feel like play it is one of the greatest acts that a teacher can pull off.  Then, the motivation becomes intrinsic, and any classroom management issues disappear. 
Beyond that, I’d like for my students to become strong and resilient.  This is something I learned from a great master of karate when I was in Japan. We may need to get knocked down to find our real strength and learn respect for others.
It was also in Japan that I found my reason for teaching.  Oftentimes I’d be having a bad day, mad about delayed trains or people walking slowly in front of me on the sidewalk, but when I stepped in front of those little people it was like magic.  I was switched on, and to my surprise so were these gangs of little people.  As we danced and sang and played games I noticed a difference between when my lessons were great and when they fell flat.  When they were great and engaging, I would have the rapt attention of every single kid in that room.  They were repeating every word I said down to the coughs and stutters, and their eyes were fixed on me. Not in a glassy, bored way, but with sparks flying from them as if a door to their souls was opened up.  
	A Buddhist teacher of mine once told me that teaching is a kindness, and I certainly think so.  I’d like to be the kind of teacher that engages children’s whole hearts.  Even if I’m not 100% sure that my messaging is always correct, I think that deep learning happens when we are deeply engaged. I’d like to try to capture that connective energy again.  I will stand at the front of the class and watch for those moments when students are truly excited about what they are learning.  And together we will move forward, with eyes shining .
